
Trinity 2 

My dear Friends, 

As the Summer has arrived I know that those of you fortunate enough to have a garden have been 
enjoying the outdoors. Others are making the most of our beautiful parks and open spaces in these 
warmer, longer days. I hope those who read this who are largely confined to their homes can enjoy 
some pleasant view of the season's change from their windows. I have had glimpses of some 
magnificent gardens belonging to Parishioners on line. The Vicarage garden continues to be mainly as 
nature intended.... however ten times since March I have spent the requisite three hours cutting the 
grass here and on the main lawn at Roath Church House! It is very satisfying to be able to get out and 
enjoy the fresh air and perform a useful task.  

As I mentioned a couple of weeks ago the season of Trinity allows us to look again at Jesus' teaching. 
This week's Gospel from St Mark Chapter 4 has some descriptions of the Kingdom of God relating in 
parables to the natural world. The first likening the Kingdom to seed scattered in the ground and then 
growing night and day and then producing a plant then grain, which is then harvested. The second 
image compares the Kingdom to a mustard seed which is very tiny yet grows into 'the greatest of all 
the shrubs' so large the birds can nest in its branches. 

It should not be surprising that many of our scriptures have references to agriculture and growing 
plants. At the time they were written, the main source of food for people was from the environment 
around them. Olive oil was a significant source of economic strength and land capable of producing 
corn could be fought over in territorial conflicts. For gardeners like us the nearest we would probably 
get is working on an allotment, vegetable patch or in a green house nurturing our favourite vegetables 
and fruits. In all cases we are involving ourselves in the creative process and we hope doing something 
good. We are joining in God's purpose in the creation of the world in setting birth and growth in 
motion. 

Some now prefer to see nature taking its own course, to see a wild untamed landscape rather than a 
manicured lawn and regimented beds of annuals. All of us however need the food which is grown to 
survive. The Kingdom of God on earth is reflected in the natural world but in many ways there is a 
place for us to get involved, to be part of his purpose for the world and its people. Plants can grow as 
food to nourish us and to help us breathe as well as enhancing our lives with their beauty and amazing 
us with the miracle of growth. We can as I have reminded us before, come closer to God in a garden 
more than anywhere else. It is also true that recognising all aspects of the creation and engaging with 
it brings us nearer to the Kingdom Jesus so often spoke about.  

Best wishes and prayers 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


